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LITERACY OUTCOMES 

 
LITERACY 
SKILLS 
The student will 
be able to: 

 
LITERACY 

STRATEGIES 
The teacher will: 

 
ASSESSMENT TASKS/QUESTIONS 

 

Standard 2:  Literary 
Response and 
Expression 
 
Students will read and 
listen to oral, written, 
and electronically 
produced texts and 
performances, relate 
texts and performances 
to their own lives, and 
develop an 
understanding of the 
diverse social, 
historical, and cultural 
dimensions the text and 
performances 
represent.  As speakers 
and writers, students 
will use oral and 
written language for 
self-expression and 
artistic creation. 

 

 
2.1      Literary Elements 

• Recognize and 
understand the 
literary elements 
of setting, 
conflict-
resolution, 
character, plot, 
theme and point 
of view in a 
variety of 
literary works to 
aid student 
comprehension 
and 
understanding of 
author’s craft 
and message 

 
 
 
 

2.2      Variety of Genre 
• Listen to, 

comprehend, 
interpret and 
respond to 
imaginative text: 
stories, poems, 
folktales, fables, 
plays, myths and 
legends 

• Select literature 
representing a 
variety of genre 
and authors 
based on 
personal needs 
and interests 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Recognize and 
state the themes in 
a variety of literary 
works. 
 
Relate themes of 
literary works to 
self (one’s own 
life) as well as to 
other works of 
literature. 
 
Understand how 
writers use 
language, 
symbolism and 
other literary 
devices to 
foreshadow events 
and outcomes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Develop an 
appreciation for 
particular literary 
genre as well as 
favorite authors. 
 
Form opinions 
about and be able 
to provide rationale 
for why particular 
authors are 
personally 
appealing – using 
established criteria. 
 
Self-select 
literature that is 
appropriate and 
meets the criteria 
based on personal 
interest. 

 
Show students how 
to use graphic 
organizers to 
visualize literacy 
connections. 
 
Promote think 
alouds in class 
discussions.  Model 
this strategy in read-
alouds. 
 
Organize classroom 
libraries by genre. 
 
Study structural 
patterns in works of 
fiction. 
 
 
 
 
Create an accessible 
classroom library for 
student, reflecting 
student interest of 
both narrative and 
non-narrative text. 
 
Familiarize students 
with a variety of 
genre, especially 
those genre that they 
have not accessed 
with regularity. 
 
Encourage reading 
as an in-class as well 
as an at-home 
pastime. 
 
Teach students how 
to keep a response 
notebook. 
 
 
 

 
Identify and analyze literary elements in 
familiar and unfamiliar text. 
 
Identify character, setting, problem and 
solution in text; discuss how each of these 
elements contributed to the value of the story. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Compare and contrast two genre; identify the 
features and characteristics of each. 
 
Response notebook and Independent reading 
rubric serve as authentic assessments. 
 
 
Write a portfolio piece that reflects a genre 
studied in class.   
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texts and performances 
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2.3     Features of Genre 

• Recognize, 
discuss, and 
understand the 
basic structure 
and elements of 
narrative and 
expository text 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.4      Inference and 
Deduction 

• Listen to a 
variety of genre 
to infer and 
deduce 
understanding of 
the text and to 
identify cultural 
influences 

• Use and 
understand 
strategies such as 
webbing and note 
taking to 
organize 
information so as 
to make 
predictions, 
deduce evidence, 
describe 
characters and 
their actions, and 
to sequence 
events 

 

 
Distinguish 
between fiction and 
non-fiction text. 
 
Include elements of 
genre when orally 
presenting or 
responding to 
literature in writing. 
 
Identify narrative 
and non-narrative 
ways to organize 
information – webs 
and maps vs. data 
charts and non-
fiction organizers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Identify author’s 
purpose across a 
variety of genre. 
 
Understand that 
comprehension 
means thinking as 
one reads and 
always try to draw 
relationships to self 
and to world. 
 
Draw on life 
experiences to 
increase text 
understanding. 

 
Select read-alouds 
by genres and 
structures. 
 
Use Venn diagrams 
as a means to help 
students organize 
information from 
the same or paired 
texts. 
 
Model text features 
across all genre. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Use think aloud 
strategies to model 
for student listeners. 
 
Ask questions of 
oneself during 
reading. 
 
Visualize orally for 
students; at times, 
writing key thinking 
on a chart or other 
visual aid. 
 
Encourage book 
conversations daily. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Respond to student literature logs or 
response notebooks with information to 
help the reader better understand text 
structures. 
 
During book conversations and 
discussions, recognize points at which 
students are able to distinguish between 
genre. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rubrics. 
 
Informal Reading Inventories. 
 
Reading prompts: 

• What did the ___ make you 
think about? 

• What did the character mean 
when he said____? 

• What is this story really about? 
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2.5     Reading Fluently 

• Identify the 
purpose of 
reading, use 
reading 
strategies such 
as self-
monitoring, in 
order to 
facilitate 
reading aloud 
accurately and 
fluently for the 
purpose of 
comprehension 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.6      Literary Merit 

• Maintain a 
personal 
reading list that 
reflects a 
variety of genre 

• Recognize and 
discriminate 
among a variety 
of text to 
evaluate literary 
merit 

 
 

 
Self-monitor own oral 
reading, paying 
attention to  
punctuation to 
understand text 
meaning. 
 
Self-monitor own oral 
reading, paying 
attention to  phrasing 
to understand text 
meaning. 
 
Build an appropriate 
reading rate 
(automaticity and 
fluency). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Identify genre of read 
books. 
 
Read books in genres 
not reflected on one’s 
reading list. 
 
Write a brief book 
recommendation. 

 
Model fluent 
reading for 
students; engage 
students in choral, 
echo, shared and 
partner reading. 
 
Provide oral 
reading time for 
students daily both 
in large and small 
group situations. 
 
Tape record 
students oral 
reading; use tapes 
as a teaching tool 
for fluency and 
phrasing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Provide students 
opportunity to read 
orally, and to 
engage in peer 
conversation (Buzz 
about Books). 
 
Recommend books 
to students; 
showcase titles 
and/or authors. 

 
Fluency scales for assessing oral reading 
(IRI, NAEP, Harcourt) 
 
Oral reading tapes 
 
Fluency prompts: 
How do you think your reading sounds? 
Make your voice go down at a period; up 
at a question mark. 
Use emphasis with an exclamation point. 
Put words together so that your reading 
sounds like talk. 
Read like you are the author of this piece. 
 
 
 
Reading logs and response notebooks; 
Self-reflective paragraphs. 
 
Literature circle discussions and author 
studies. 
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2.7     Conventions 

• Write, 
knowing the 
intended 
audience, 
sentences in 
logical order 
using correct 
verb tense, 
create 
paragraphs 
showing voice, 
use all steps of 
the writing 
process and 
use specific 
vocabulary 
and varied 
sentence 
structure  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.8     Creating 

Literary Works 
• Write and 

speak about 
original, 
imaginative 
text and 
personal 
narratives, 
which 
incorporate 
dialogue and 
show insight, 
development, 
organization, 
and descriptive 
language 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Use standardized 
grammar, 
punctuation and 
capitalization in 
daily writing. 
 
Use organization in 
daily writing. 
 
Correctly spell 
assigned and high-
frequency words. 
 
Self and peer edit 
writing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Write original 
imaginative texts, 
such as, plays using 
dialogue. 
 
Produce short 
stories, personal 
narratives and 
memoirs that meet 
rubric criteria for 
meaning, 
development, 
organization, voice 
and conventions. 
 
Use personal 
experience to 
inform own writing. 
 
Write, using all 
stages of the writing 
process. 
 
Share writing with 
peers. 

 
Teach skills for 
conventions during 
daily word work. 
 
Create word walls for 
word that students 
are expected to spell 
correctly. 
 
Teach paragraph 
organizational 
structure. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Model writing during 
mini-lessons to teach 
skills and steps of the 
writing process. 
 
Demonstrate how to 
collect writing 
samples that will be 
included in the 
students’ portfolios. 
 
Provide students 
opportunity for 
teacher-led and 
student-led 
conferences. 
 
Hold student to a 
standard of 
excellence for each 
published piece. 
 
 

 
Editing checklists 
 
Daily oral language activities 
 
Rubrics and checklists for conventions 
 
Explain how you organized your writing 
and why did you organize this way? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notebook entries 
 
Base writing grades on students’ ability to 
work through all steps of the writing cycle. 
 
Rubrics. 
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2.9      Personal 
Response 

• Write 
personal, 
responsive 
essays in order 
to identify 
themes of 
imaginative 
text and the 
narrative 
elements, with 
clear details 
and 
organization 

• Speak in order 
to explain 
narrative 
elements as 
well as 
cultural and 
ethnic features 
of text 

 
 
 
 
 
2.10    Meaning of 
Literary  Works 

• Write an 
interpretive 
essay, in 
paragraph 
form, in order 
to compare 
and contrast 
elements and 
explain the 
meaning of 
literary works 

• Speak in order 
to make 
inferences, ask 
questions, 
clarify, and 
draw 
conclusions to 
interpret text 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Make connections beyond 
the text. 
 
Develop ideas fully and 
show insightful 
interpretation. 
 
Use relevant and accurate 
evidence. 
 
Write with varied sentence 
structure, clarity and 
fluidity. 
 
Establish a clear focus for 
writing; pre-plan writing. 
 
 
 
 
 
Read a collection of books 
that are from the same 
genre in order to compare 
key story elements – 
similar problems or 
solutions, same setting, 
characters that are 
reminiscent of one another. 
 
Make inferences about 
literary works – 
individually and/or with 
peers. 
 
List information and story 
element details on a 
graphic organizer. 
 
Share reasons for making 
story comparisons. 

 
Encourage thoughtful 
conversations about 
books. 
 
Engage students in 
meaningful dialogue 
about texts, showing 
students that they can 
use what they have 
learned in their own 
writing. 
 
Model how to “code” 
their journals, by 
using post-it notes to 
earmark ideas that 
are to be included in 
the writing. 
 
 
 
 
 
Provide resources for 
writing to students – 
including articles, 
stories as well as 
works of literature. 
 
Demonstrate how to 
outline key elements 
and details necessary 
for comparison 
writing or 
interpretive writing. 
 
Teach the importance 
of making 
predictions; model 
the use of a chart for 
this purpose. 

 
Compose a poem on the book or text that 
students are reading. 
 
Talk about thinking: 
How did the story make you feel? 
What part of the story seemed important to 
you? 
Was there a point in the story where 
something felt familiar – the characters or 
the setting or the plot? 
Were there any story parts that you might 
have changed if you were the author? 
 
 
 
 
 
Guided reciprocal questioning: 
Write an interpretive essay on the 
meaning, tone or mood of a literary work. 
Why did the author choose this title? 
What is your general reaction to the work?  
Provide reasons for your decision. 
 
 
Literature group discussions; assess 
student ability to identify main idea, how a 
story relates to another story, cite 
similarities and differences in two or more 
stories, etc. 
 
 
 
 


	PERFORMANCE INDICATOR
	Standard 2:  Literary Response and Expression
	Variety of Genre
	Standard 2:  Literary Response and Expression
	Standard 2:  Literary Response and Expression
	Standard 2:  Literary Response and Expression
	Standard 2:  Literary Response and Expression

	Speak in order to explain narrative elements as well as cult


