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to: 

 
LITERACY 
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ASSESSMENT 

TASKS/QUESTIONS 

 
Standard 1:  Information 
and Understanding 
 
As listeners and readers, 
students will collect data, 
facts, and ideas; discover 
relationships, concepts, 
generalizations; and use 
knowledge generated from 
oral, written, and 
electronically produced 
texts.  As speakers and 
writers, they will use oral 
and written language to 
acquire, interpret, apply, and 
transmit information. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
1.1 Strategies 

• Follow guided instructions 
which provide information 
about a task or assignment 

• Identify essential details for 
note taking using strategies 
such as graphic organizers, 
Cornell note taking, 
Harvard outline or other 

• Locate and use school, 
public library and electronic 
resources to acquire 
information 

 
 
 
 
 
 
1.2     Fact and Opinion 

• Distinguish from fact and 
opinion 

• Identify missing 
information 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Use organizational 
strategies, (ie. clustering, 
using graphic organizers, 
outlining and note taking) 
as well as comprehension 
monitoring through visuals 
(KWL) 
 
Use rehearsal strategies 
such as repeated reading 
and outlining, as well as 
using 2 column notes 
strategies. 
 
Use secondary sources 
from which to take notes to 
add additional information 
to research collection. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Identify the difference 
between real and 
imaginary; fact and fiction; 
personal reality from 
another person’s truth 
 
Identify the language of 
opinion II think so 
because; According to me) 
 
Form own opinions, being 
aware of what is a quality 
judgment based on 
substantiation and fact. 
 
 

 
Lecture, drill, teach, 
and practice the use 
of effective note 
taking and the use 
of organizers. 
 
Use audio and video 
aides for repeated 
readings to support 
students in note 
taking. 
 
Create a repertoire 
of strategies for note 
taking, providing 
students with a 
variety of formats 
and constructs to 
extrapolate 
information. 
 
Provide students a 
timeline for tasks:  
note taking, 
organizing notes for 
writing, etc. 
 
 
 
 
Encourage students 
to become critical 
readers and to 
question: 
Author’s 
perspective 
Author’s historical 
context/ reliability 
Actual source of 
text information 
Authenticity of 
reported “facts” 
Accuracy of details 
Where can I locate 
other sources of 
information on the 
same topic to 
compare and 
contrast 
information? 

 
Research rubrics 
 
Conferencing and 
teacher observation 
 
Self-assessments and 
self-reflections dealing 
with big ideas – 
How well was I 
organized? 
Did I work within the 
timeline and use my 
time wisely? 
Did I learn new 
information about my 
topic?  How did I 
indicate in my report 
that this was new 
information? 
 
In looking at my notes, 
did I remember… 
To use short phrase 
To use only the most 
important ideas 
To use initials, 
abbreviations, coding 
That my notes are only 
for me to read, use and 
interpret 
 
 
Write a persuasive essay 
that is substantiated and 
supported with facts, 
suing the non-narrative 
or expository writing 
structure. 
 
Discuss personal 
learning and value of 
information learned 
from research and 
investigation for future 
projects; for life. 
 
 
 
 

 
Standard 1:  Information 
and Understanding 
 
As listeners and readers, 
students will collect data, 
facts, and ideas; discover 
relationships, concepts, 
generalizations; and use 
knowledge generated from 
oral, written, and 
electronically produced 
texts.  As speakers and 
writers, they will use oral 
and written language to 
acquire, interpret, apply, and 
transmit information. 
 

 

 
1.3     Interpreting and  

Analyzing information 
• Read, collect and interpret 

data, facts and ideas 
• Read the steps of a 

procedure in order to 
accomplish a task, for 
example, complete a science 
experiment or install 
software 

• Identify implicit 
information rather than 
stated 

• Identify information that is 
implied rather than stated 

 
1.4  Constructing Meaning 

• Connect new information to 
prior knowledge or 
experience 

• Understand and recognize 
multiple meanings of

 
Closely examine elements 
of all genre of text to 
achieve greater 
understanding of structure, 
construction, features and 
elements. 
 
Look at a text and recall 
what the text says (literal 
comprehension) and what 
the message and internal or 
inside meaning is 
(inferential 
comprehension). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Continue to explain 
to students how to 
look at text – text to 
self, text to text and 
text to world 
connections. 
 
Use interactive read 
alouds to examine 
plot development, 
text characteristics 
related to genre and 
theme. 
 
Help students 
recognize author’s 
message and use of 
language to convey 
meaning and 
emotions. 
 
 

 
What conclusions can 
you draw? 
What evidence can you 
find? 
What is the relationship 
between? 
Can you make a 
distinction between? 
 
Student conferences 
 
Reader response 
journals or literature 
logs 
 
 
 
Class discussions 
 
Self-reflection logs 
 
What did you notice in 



multiple meanings of 
individual words and 
phrases 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
    
Make sense of text that 
they read based upon the 
information in the text 
and/or story and their own 
background and world 
experiences. 
 
Use comprehension 
strategy of summarizing 
after a small part of the 
reading to check 
understanding. 
 
Share personal responses 
and ask clarifying 
questions for confusions or 
perceptions. 
 
Discuss author’s intent. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Encourage students 
to respond while 
reading in their 
journals instead of 
at the end of a 
reading. 
 
Create literature 
circle discussions 
for large and small 
groups. 
 
Develop word walls 
for classrooms with 
words that come 
from content area 
study as well as the 
literature. 
 

your reading – 
Patterns 
Repeated scenes 
Situations that are 
reminiscent to you 
Characters that remind 
you of someone that you 
know 
 

 
 
Standard 1:  Information 
and Understanding 
 
As listeners and readers, 
students will collect data, 
facts, and ideas; discover 
relationships, concepts, 
generalizations; and use 
knowledge generated from 
oral, written, and 
electronically produced 
texts.  As speakers and 
writers, they will use oral 
and written language to 
acquire, interpret, apply, and 
transmit information. 
 
 

 
1.5       Text Features   

• Use table of contents and 
indexes to locate 
information 

• Skim materials to gain an 
overview of content or 
locate specific information 

• Use text features, such as 
headings, caption, and 
titles, to understand and 
interpret information 

• Recognize differing 
organizational formats to 
assist in comprehension of 
information 

 
 
1.6       Synthesizing  
             Information  

• Compare and contrast 
information about one 
topic from two different 
sources 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Use table of contents, 
headings, titles, 
dictionaries and glossary to 
research information. 
 
Recognize and use graphic 
features of text such as 
maps and charts to increase 
understanding. 
 
Use literary features of text 
to expand understanding; 
analyze the whole text to 
determine how 
illustrations, text, and 
format, communicate 
meaning in a connected 
and integrated way. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Explore multiple texts in 
large or small groups to 
compare or contrast 
information. 
 
Create maps through 
brainstorming activities to 
contribute to comparative 
charts and contrast charts. 
 
Choose a topic to defend 
using two or more sources. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Provide a variety of 
texts for students to 
read and 
opportunities to 
engage students in 
literature 
discussions/discussio
ns about non-
narrative material. 
 
Examine texts that 
can serve as “mentor 
texts” – those that 
can inform student 
writing.  “Remember 
when we read  
Amelia’s Notebook 
by Marissa Moss and 
she used a 
composition 
notebook to 
record….” 
 
Engage the librarian 
in the work of 
introducing students 
to research protocol. 
 
 
 
 
 
Engage students in 
large and small group 
instruction on 
comparison 
(similarity) or 
contrast (differences). 
 
Arrange students in 
small groups to 
explore topics from a 
variety of 
perspectives in a non-
threatening 
environment. 
 
Teach students to use 
their own experiences 
to inform judgments 
about themes and 
topics in literature. 

 
Rubrics 
 
Research projects 
 
Assessment of text 
features/characteristics 
of genre and role and 
function of text 
elements 
 
When I open my social 
studies book…(have 
students give directions 
to someone unfamiliar 
with a non-narrative text 
as to how to “navigate” 
or negotiate that that 
text) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
T-charts 
 
Venn diagrams 
 
Class discussions of 
comparative texts 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Standard 1:  Information and 
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As listeners and readers, 
students will collect data, facts, 
and ideas; discover 
relationships, concepts, 
generalizations; and use 
knowledge generated from oral, 
written, and electronically 
produced texts.  As speakers 
and writers, they will use oral 
and written language to 
acquire, interpret, apply, and 
transmit information. 
 
 

 
1.7      Conventions 

• Observe rules of 
punctuation, 
capitalization and 
spelling 

• Use correct grammatical 
construction, especially 
the eight parts of speech 
and sentencing 

• Use signal words to 
provide clues to the 
organizational format 
(for example, in 
addition, etc.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.8      Point of View 

• Ask probing questions 
• Share information from 

personal experiences 
• Summarize main points 

as part of a conclusion 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Edit, understanding that it 
is important to edit with a 
focus on one topic at a 
time – punctuation, 
spelling, capitalization, etc. 
 
Produce writing that has 
been both revised and 
edited, with intervention 
from the teacher or peer in 
conferences. 
 
Write coherent and 
cohesive paragraphs and to 
connect paragraphs into an 
essay, using signal and 
connecting words. 
 
 
 
 
 
Identify a position and be 
ready and able to defend 
the opinion in front of an 
audience. 
 
Showcase information 
gleaned through research 
that supports the position 
and substantiates the 
argument. 
 
Summarize main points 
that the reader or audience 
should know about the 
topic. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Use the overhead 
projector to 
authentically edit 
student writing piece, 
maintaining student 
anonymity. 
 
Remove punctuation 
from  a short 
published piece and 
challenge students to 
edit – before showing 
students original 
work. 
 
Fishbowl a 
conversation between 
students who are 
editing each other’s 
work – for supportive 
commentary and 
language to lift and 
improve the writing. 
 
 
 
Based on what you 
know, how would 
you explain… 
 
What information 
that you have 
collected best 
supports your view? 
 
How would you 
compare what you 
learned with what 
you already knew 
about a topic? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Editing checklists 
 
Present a piece from the 
Writer’s notebook to 
ask “What do you think 
that the writer is 
saying?” 
 
Interactive and peer 
edits 
 
Two minute edits 
 
Daily oral language 
exercises 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is your opinion 
of… 
 
How would you 
assess… 
 
I have taken this stance 
and this is how I am 
ready to support… 
 
In my persuasive essay, 
I have identified ___to 
be an important topic 
and these are the 
reasons why 

 
 
Standard 1:  Information and 
Understanding 
 
As listeners and readers, 
students will collect data, facts, 
and ideas; discover 
relationships, concepts, 
generalizations; and use 
knowledge generated from oral, 
written, and electronically 
produced texts.  As speakers 
and writers, they will use oral 
and written language to 
acquire, interpret, apply, and 
transmit information. 
 

 

 
1.9       Reports 

• Interview peers and 
adults, in order to 
develop an information 
presentation 

• Synthesize and 
paraphrase information 

• Present reports of three 
to five minutes for 
teachers and peers on a 
variety of topics 

• Develop and use notes 
or outlines appropriate 
to a presentation 

 
 
 
 
 
1.10 Supporting Evidence 

• Share information from 
a variety of text 

• State a main idea and 
support it with facts, 
details and examples 

 
Use oral language tools 
such as illustrations, charts 
and diagrams as well as 
artifacts to support 
presentations. 
 
Use notes to organize 
interview questions and 
answers. 
 
Present an oral report using 
notes and research 
information, using 
appropriate tone and 
following the rubric for 
effective oral presentation 
(eye contact, tone, respect 
for audience, etc.) 
 
 
 
Provide facts or 
information from specific 
pages of the text to support 
statements. 
 

 

Teach students how 
to effectively use 
visuals to support 
presentation. 

Demonstrate how to 
deliver an oral 
presentation and take 
students through the 
steps from choosing a 
topic to preparing 
notes, developing a 
report and organizing 
for delivery. 

Encourage students 
to discuss some of 
the problems that 
they have 
encountered during 
any step of the 
process. 

 

Show students how 
to find textual

 
Rubrics and self-
reflection logs 
 
“Tell us what your topic 
is and why you chose 
this topic.” 
 
Explain how you began 
to organize your notes 
for your presentation… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Use the language of 
response in framing 
your answer… 
I agree because… 
I didn’t understand the 
part about… 
Say more about what 
you mean… 



• Use at least three 
sources of information, 
and cite appropriately to 
develop reports 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Demonstrate literal text 
understanding by 
extrapolating information. 
 
Retell as part of the story 
as a basis for providing 
evidence. 
 
Provide specific details as 
warranted. – text-supported 
response. 
 
 
 
 

to find textual 
evidence. 

Demonstrate 
underlining or 
margin note taking to 
address a particular 
question or prompt. 

Encourage students 
to become actively 
engaged in literary 
response and reaction 
to text. 

 

Teach students the 
importance and 
techniques for 
clarifying, 
expanding, 
substantiating, and 
defending a statement 
related to 
prompt/question.  

 

I disagree because… 
I’d like to add to that… 
I think that the author 
meant… 
I noticed that…. 
 
Notebook entries 
 
Literary essays 
 
Report writing 

 
 
Standard 1:  Information and 
Understanding 
 
As listeners and readers, 
students will collect data, facts, 
and ideas; discover 
relationships, concepts, 
generalizations; and use 
knowledge generated from oral, 
written, and electronically 
produced texts.  As speakers 
and writers, they will use oral 
and written language to 
acquire, interpret, apply, and 
transmit information. 

 
1.11 Text Structure 

• Compare and contrast 
information between 
two sources 

• Adopt an organizational 
format such as 
chronological order that 
is appropriate for the 
writing 

• Use paragraphing to 
organize ideas and 
information 

• Describe the differences 
in narrative and 
informational texts 

 
 
 
 
1.12 Process Writing 

• Take notes to record and 
organize relevant data, 
facts and ideas 

• Write labels or captions 
for graphics such as 
charts, maps, graphs and 
diagrams 

• Maintain a portfolio that 
includes informational 
writing 

 
Recognize text patterns. 
 
Discuss two ideas, events 
or phenomena showing 
how they are alike and how 
they are different. 
 
Choose a structure for a 
writing piece that is 
appropriate to the genre – 
categorical, narrative, 
sequential. 
 
Describe the differences in 
narrative and informational 
text. 
 
 
 
 
Record data, facts, and 
take notes on a variety of 
genre independently. 
 
Select appropriate graphic 
organizers to label and 
organize information. 
 
Maintain a diverse 
portfolio of writing which 
includes samples of 
proofed and edited work. 
 
Move through all stages of 
the writing process through 
to 
publication 

 
Create classroom 
libraries that contain 
many literary genre. 
 
Encourage students 
to read mentor texts 
by suggesting/pairing 
authors with the 
genre in which they 
most often write. 
 
Establish 
expectations for 
writing in various 
genre. 
 
Provide opportunities 
for students to read 
both fiction and non-
fiction text daily. 
 
 
Model the use of 
graphic organizers to 
help students 
organize and 
visualize their ideas. 
 
Teach two-column 
note taking, 5W’s 
and 1 H, marginal 
notes, webs, etc. 
 
Demonstrate how to 
collect various 
samples of published 
pieces to include in 
one’s portfolio. 

 
Reading logs and 
response journals 
 
Self-reflective 
paragraphs 
 
Conference with peers 
and teacher 
 
Oral responses in 
literature circles 
 
Observations during 
guided reading 
 
 
 
 
 
What do we during each 
stage of the writing 
process – 
Choosing an idea 
Developing an idea 
Drafting 
Revision 
Editing 
Publication 
 
Conferences 
 
Self-reflections and 
assessments 

 


