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INDICATOR 

 

 
LITERACY OUTCOMES 

 
LITERACY SKILLS 
The student will be able to: 

 
LITERACY 

STRATEGIES 
The teacher will: 

 
ASSESSMENT 

TASKS/QUESTIONS 

Standard 2:  Literary 
Response and Expression 
 
Students will read and 
listen to oral, written, and 
electronically produced texts 
and performances, relate 
texts and performances to 
their own lives, and develop 
and understanding of the 
diverse social, historical, and 
cultural dimensions the text 
and performances represent.  
As speakers and writers, 
students will use oral and 
written language for self-
expression and artistic 
creation. 

 

 
2.1      Literary Elements 

• Recognize and state 
flashback, 
foreshadowing, and 
dialect in a variety of 
literary works 

• Recognize and state 
climax and distinguish 
between simile and 
metaphor in a variety of 
literary works 

 
 
2.2       Variety of Genre 

• Identify elements of 
narrative: character, 
plot, movement through 
time 

• Read and view books 
and magazines from a 
wide range of authors 
and subjects 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Read beyond the words and 
literal meaning; use 
inferences to shape and drive 
thinking. 
 
Gain an awareness as to how 
the writer uses language, 
symbolism, or other literary 
devices to foreshadow events 
and outcomes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Write a friendly letter to a 
favorite author. 
 
Write a book review. 
 
Study a mentor author and 
write a reflective essay about 
what was learned about the 
author’s craft and craft 
moves. 
 
Maintain a reading list, 
keeping a record of books 
read. 
 
Use what is known about the 
characteristics of text to write 
in a variety of genre. 
 
Self-select reading materials 
by identifying favorite books 
by favorite authors. 

 
Provide high quality 
texts that offer many 
levels of meaning. 
 
Help students make 
connections during 
interactive read 
alouds. 
 
Create and build a 
daily literary 
discussion 
opportunity, where 
literary elements are 
taught explicitly 
through literature. 
 
 
 
Create and build a 
classroom library.  
Help students 
understand the 
narrative genre – how 
good writers write in 
this genre. 
 
Model text selection 
– how to select books 
for independent 
reading. 
 
Teach students how 
to locate books in the 
classroom, school 
and public libraries. 

 
What is a flashback?  
Where in the text did we 
see an example of this 
literary element? (use 
the same line of 
questioning with each 
element identified in the 
Literacy Outcome). 
 
Conferences with 
students about books 
that they are reading 
independently to assess 
knowledge and 
application of literary 
elements. 
 
Assess student on the 
elements of a narrative 
text and how each is 
essential to the crafting 
of an excellent story 
 
Literary essays on 
teacher-selected and 
student-selected authors 
 
Discussions in guided 
reading groups 
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2.3       Features of Genre 

• Review and explore the 
differences between 
works of fiction and 
non-fiction that are age-
appropriate 

• Define the 
characteristics of 
different genres 

• Recognize and discuss 
the basic elements and 
formats of magazines 
and various types of 
books 

• Recognize and discuss 
the basic elements and 
differences between 
historical and scientific 
essays 

 
 
 

 
Write a non-fiction piece 
using a wide variety of print 
sources. 
 
Know how to use primary and 
secondary sources for 
research. 
 
Write a historical essay and a 
scientific essay using two or 
more sources. 
 
Use graphic organizers to 
collect and sort information 
for report writing. 
 
Cite the specific differences 
between narrative and non-
narrative text. 

 
Build a classroom 
library, adding 
magazines, journals, 
periodicals and 
newspapers to the 
book collection. 
 
Encourage book talks 
in literature circles. 
 
Encourage use and 
understanding of the 
value of newspapers 
and periodicals in 
research writing. 
 
Model non-narrative 
writing, showing 
students how to 
negotiate non-fiction 
materials. 

 
Rubrics and checklists 
 
Class discussions 
 
Self-reflection logs 
 
Teacher observations 
 
Report 
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2.4 Inference and  
          Deduction 

• Use signal words and 
a knowledge of 
punctuation to assist 
in comprehension 

• Recognize the same 
story can be told in 
different genres, i.e., 
novel, poem, play  

• Identify literary 
elements (setting, 
plot, character, 
rhythm and rhyme) 
of different genres  

• Compare characters 
in literature to people 
in their own lives 

• Determine the 
meaning of 
unfamiliar words by 
using context clues, a 
dictionary, or 
glossary 

• Identify character 
motivation 

• Identify own purpose 
for listening 

• Interpret imaginative 
texts from a variety 
of genres  

• Recognize how the 
author uses devices 
such as simile, 
metaphor, and 
personality to create 
meaning  

• Recognize how 
authors treat themes 
similarly  

• Identify the ways in 
which characters 
change and develop 
throughout the story  

• Use personal 
experience and prior 
knowledge to 
interpret and respond 
to imaginative texts 
and performances 

• Identify cultural and 
historical influences 
in texts and 
performances  

 

 
Comprehend literature of 
various genres, such as 
poems, plays as well as 
narrative and non-narrative 
text. 
 
Use graphic organizers to 
identify story elements in a 
variety of genre. 
 
Relate self to text both 
orally and in writing when 
responding to literature. 
 
Identify authors’ style of 
writing and compare 
author’s style, one to 
another. 
 
Locate important 
information by 
highlighting and circling 
details and well as note 
taking. 
 
Use KWL charts prior to 
reading unfamiliar text. 
 
Identify and explain 
similes and metaphors in 
text. 
 
Use folk tales and fables to 
explain the moral of a story 
or a general message or 
theme of a literary work. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Model the use of graphic 
organizers for a variety of 
purposes. 
 
Encourage and engage 
students in formal 
conversations about 
reading. 
 
Model think-alouds and 
think-pair-share strategies. 
 
Guide students through 
retellings – asking 
specifically about literary 
elements. 
 
Involve students in 
discussions about authors’ 
style, themes and 
characters, having students 
explain historical 
influences on text writing. 
 
Encourage students to talk 
about literary situations 
that simulate real-life 
experiences. 
 
Write an essay about why a 
particular author has 
appeal and credibility. 

 
Observe how students 
talk about texts – record 
their reactions and 
reflections as well as 
their integration of 
learned content 
 
Reader response journal 
assignments 
 
Student reading list (to 
assess the amount, type, 
quality and variety of 
genre reading) 
 
Comparative essay, 
paralleling the work of 
two authors that write 
thematically the same   
 
Talk about how a 
character changes from 
the beginning to the end 
of a story. 
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2.5       Reading Fluently 

• Apply corrective strategies 
to assist in comprehension 
(such as rereading, 
discussion with teacher, 
peers or parents/care-
givers)  

• Read aloud using 
inflection and intonation 
appropriate to text read and 
audiences 

 
Re-read text to comprehend 
material that was confusing or 
problematic. 
 
Read orally to build fluency 
and comprehension. 
 
Practice reading to build rate 
and expression. 
 
Read silently before reading 
orally in order to have  
background and to provide 
rehearsal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Provide students 
with a partner for 
paired reading to 
build fluency. 
 
Meet with students 
in guided reading 
groups to provide 
practice 
opportunities to 
build fluency. 
 
Teach students the 
elements of 
Readers’ Theatre, 
which  can help 
students 
understand voice, 
audience, 
character 
interpretation, etc. 
 
Use echo reading 
and shared reading 
in literary circles 
and when reading 
text in other 
subject areas or 
disciplines. 
 
Model expressive 
reading for 
students. 

 
Oral presentations 
 
Readers’ Theatre 
Informal reading 
Inventories 
 
 Poetry Slams 
 
Tape recording of 
students’ text 
interpretations 
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2.6        Literacy Merit 

• Select imaginative text 
based on personal needs 
and interests and read 
silently for enjoyment for 
extended periods  

• Maintain a personal 
reading list that 
incorporates quality works 
of literature  

• Listen and judge the 
qualities of different genres 
of literature such as story, 
biography, poem or play 

• Evaluate how literary 
elements (setting, plot, 
character, rhythm, and 
rhyme) affect the quality of 
a literary work  

• Evaluate how the author 
uses devices such as 
simile, metaphor, and 
personification to create a 
work of value 

• Evaluate how a fully 
developed character 
enhances a work of quality 
of literature  

• Identify cultural and 
historical aspects of a work 
which enhance its literary 
value  

• Recognize the use of 
literary devices, such as 
simile, personification, 
rhythm, and rhyme; 
evaluate text 

 

 
Engage in 
independent reading 
for sustained periods 
of time (20-30 
minutes). 
 
Analyze texts and 
determine the 
qualities that make 
text effective. 
 
Discover how each 
story element in 
narrative text affects 
the value of the text 
to the reader; to the 
world. 
 
Think about how 
writing is organized 
and share orally and 
in writing the 
qualities that a text 
holds that makes it an 
important text; an 
excellent text. 
 
Think about and 
share how graphic 
features, illustrations 
and format work 
together. 
 
Talk about the 
author’s choice of 
language in his/her 
writing that “grabs 
the reader”. 
 

 
Teach students to 
critically analyze 
text. 
 
Engage students in 
lively discussions 
about authors’ 
choices, presentation, 
style, and approaches 
to writing. 
 
Focus students on 
aspects and elements 
of text. 
 
Engage students in 
interactive read-
alouds. 
 
Engage students in a 
poetry study using 
mentor texts to model 
literary devices. 
 
Teach students how 
to identify figurative 
language and to talk 
about the function of 
each element (simile, 
metaphor, and 
personification). 
 
 
. 
 
 
 

 
Independent reading 
rubrics 
 
Do you agree with ___’s 
actions? 
 
What is your opinion of? 
 
How does the author 
reveal…? 
 
What did the character…? 
Do you feel that this was a 
legitimate decision? 
 
Give an instance when the 
author used a simile, 
metaphor, etc. 
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2.7    Conventions 

• Observe the rules of 
punctuation, capitalization, 
and spelling: punctuation 
of simple and compound 
sentences, punctuation of 
titles of articles, spelling of 
commonly misspelled 
words, of homonyms, of 
content - area vocabulary. 
Capitalize titles, proper 
adjectives     

• Use correct grammatical 
construction - parts of 
speech: nouns, adjectives 
and adverbs; Use word 
processing skills 

• Use dictionaries, the 
thesaurus and style 
manuals   

• Use signal words to 
provide clues to the 
organizational format: for 
example, in addition, 
finally, as a result, 
similarly, on the other 
hand 

 
 

 
Use self-checks and 
self edits in one’s 
writing. 
 
Organize paragraphs 
and revisit them with 
attention to all key 
parts of speech (Did I 
chose the most telling 
adjectives, the 
strongest verbs, 
etc.?). 
 
Use appropriate 
capitalization and 
punctuation in all 
writing. 
 
Use a checklist to 
self-monitor writing 
through to 
publication. 
 
 
 
 

 
Model proper use of 
conventions of 
English daily. 
 
Give students 
opportunity to 
punctuate pieces of 
writing that have had 
punctuation removed. 
 
Model the use of 
resources that can be 
used for editing. 
 
Provide students 
personal dictionaries 
with lists of 
commonly used and 
commonly 
misspelled words. 
 
 
 

 
Grade student work based 
on conventions as well as 
content 
 
Two minute edits 
 
Peer editing 
 
Rubrics and editing 
checklists 
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2.8    Creating Literary Works 

• Write original imaginative 
work, providing a title and 
a lead that attracts the 
readers' interest.  

• Write original imaginative 
work and determine the 
intended audience and use

 
Pick an issue and 
create characters that 
have troubles and 
issues. 
 
Develop the plot and 
other elements in 
stories

 
Model and demonstrate
process from notebook 
 
Immerse students in 
read alouds – 
especially in the 
genre of realistic 
fiction

 
Independent teacher and 
peer edits 
 
Assessment rubrics and 
checklists 
 
Published writing samples 
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expression and artistic 
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intended audience and use 
tone and language 
appropriate for the 
audience.  

• Understand the purpose for 
writing; for example, 
explain, describe, narrate, 
persuade and express 
feeling.  

• Use prewriting activities 
(i.e., brainstorming, free 
writing, note taking, 
outlining) and the writing 
process (prewriting, 
drafting, revising, 
proofreading, editing) 
along with dictionaries, 
thesauruses, style manuals 
and word processing skills.  

• Observe rules of 
punctuation, capitalization 
and spelling such as, 
punctuation of simple and 
compound sentences, of 
dialogue, of titles of 
articles, spelling of 
commonly misspelled 
words, homonyms and 
content vocabulary.  

• Speak in order to present 
original works such as 
stories, poems and plays.  

• Use notes or outlines 
appropriately in 
presentations. 

• Use organizing structures 
such as stanzas, chapters, 
scenes and verses and 
vocabulary to create a 
desired effect.  

• Use examples of literary 
devices such as rhythm, 
rhyme, simile and 
personification and 
establish a consistent point 
of view (i.e., first or third 
person).  

• Use correct grammatical 
construction (i.e., parts of 
speech, simple, compound 
and complex sentences, 
correct subject/verb 
agreement, verb tense and 
pronoun/antecedent 
clarity).  

• Use tone, volume and body 
language (i.e., gestures, 
facial (expressions) to 
enhance 
performance/presentation. 

 

stories. 
 
Read through 
Writer’s notebooks to 
generate lists of 
people that may turn 
into  characters for 
writing. 
 
Write descriptive 
entries that reveal 
distinctive features of 
characters. 
 
Outline events that 
characters will 
experience along a 
timeline. 
 
Use a story map to 
craft stories. 
 
Write stories in first 
and third person 
narratives. 
 
Submit a story as a 
final piece that has 
been edited for 
content and 
conventions. 
 
Use classroom, 
library and 
technological 
resources for editing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

fiction. 
 
Teach mini-lessons 
on: 
Show don’t tell 
Revision strategies 
Developing leads 
Creating tension 
Editing 
Flashbacks and time 
ordering 
 
Model appropriate 
speech and  body 
language for a 
presentation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Transition notes from 
conference to be used in 
preparing published piece 
 
Effective evaluation of 
students’  ability to use 
resources for editing 
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2.9    Personal Response 

• Speak in order to relate a personal 
response to literature to prior 
experience or knowledge. 

• Speak in order to share book 
reviews.  

• Speak in order to relate personal 
experience to enhance oral 
performances and presentations 

 
 
 
 
 
2.10     Meaning of Literary 
             Works 

• Speak in order to ask questions and 
respond to questions for 
clarification.  

• Write interpretive essays in order to 
summarize the plot and draw a 
conclusion about the work. 

• Write interpretive essays in order to 
describe the characters and how 
they change.  

• Write interpretive essays in order to 
describe the setting and recognize 
its importance to the story.  

• Write interpretive essays in order to 
interpret the impact of literary 
devices such as simile, 
personification, rhythm and rhyme.  

• Speak in order to summarize the 
plot, describe motivation of 
characters and explain the 
importance of setting.  

• Speak in order to recognize the 
importance of cultural, ethnic and 
historical characteristics in texts 
and performances. 

 
Respond to text in terms of feeling 
and connections with life 
experiences. 
 
Participate in literature discussions 
and communicate effectively to 
express opinions to encourage 
others to engage in discussion. 
 
Participate in book clubs. 
 
 
 
 
Retell information from text. 
 
Use graphic organizers to sort and 
classify information. 
 
Create story frames before, during 
and after reading. 
 
Participate in partner discussion to 
summarize character motivation, 
setting and plot. 
 
Make statements about what was 
known before reading, from reading 
and for having read text. 
 
 
 

 
Model literary responses.   
 
Demonstrate a think along. 
and facilitate effective response
 
Note take during student 
response and point out to 
students ways to improve and 
enhance oral reporting and 
sharing. 
 
Point out effective points in 
presentations. 
 
Stage fishbowl sessions so that 
students can overhear effective 
conferences. 
 
Provide students to converse 
about books and learning. 
 
Instruct students in “short writes
– recording ideas immediately 
after reading. 
 
Encourage class discussions and
model responses as well as 
sharing ideas to contribute to 
story and text 
understanding. 
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