
As I near the end of my
first year as superintendent, I
realize we have many posi-
tives to build on.

This has been a very good
school year for us. Our
achievements are many, in-
cluding the efforts – in part-
nership with the community –
to restructure Albany High
School and district alternative
education programs. Both are
priorities in our 2008 strategic

plan, “A Vision for Tomorrow.”
At Albany High, our effort to raise achievement for all

students was well underway when the state announced in
January that the school is on a list of low-achieving
schools statewide.

You will see changes at Albany High beginning in Sep-
tember, and our work to divide Albany High into four
smaller learning communities for 2011-12 will continue
to be a top priority.

We are hopeful state and federal support will help us with
this restructuring, and we look forward once again to part-
nering with the community on this important endeavor.

Our successes also included the work of the Alternative
Education Think Tank, which has made great progress in
assessing alternative education for students from prekinder-
garten-grade 12. Its recommendations on how we can pro-
vide better programs and services will be vital as we reshape
Albany High and these programs district-wide.

I cannot emphasize enough the importance of these
two initiatives.You will hear more about them in the com-
ing months.

We know we must improve our efforts to assure that
all students have access to the world-class programs and
opportunities that define the City School District of Al-
bany and Albany High. Students who need more help
must get it.

This is our responsibility to our community. It will de-
fine our work as a school district not only in 2010-11, but
in the years to come.

We also are proud to recognize the members of the Class
of 2010. Our seniors were accepted at many of the nation’s
top institutions of higher learning, again demonstrating the
talent and diversity of our graduates and programs.

And whether our graduates head off to college, into the
workplace or to serve their country, we wish them great
success and hope they will find that their foundation in
our school district has prepared them well.

Finally, I am grateful for your support in May for our
2010-11 budget and our plans to upgrade Albany High’s
facilities and sell the former Philip Livingston Magnet
Academy.

While we were not able to avoid difficult budget cuts,
we have maintained nearly all programs and services.
Your support, especially in these difficult economic times,
means the world to us.

I am eager to continue our work together for another
year on behalf of our students and families. My best
wishes for a wonderful, safe summer.

Raymond Colucciello, Ed.D.
Superintendent
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Grades served: prekindergarten-6
Students: 341 | Teachers: 35 | Total employees: 60
Before-school program begins: 7:30 a.m.
Breakfast begins: 8:40 a.m.
School day begins: 9:05 a.m.
School day ends: 3:35 p.m.
After-school program ends: 6 p.m.

Points of distinction:
• ATLAS community school
• Full-day prekindergarten and kindergarten
• Fifth- and Sixth-Grade Scholars Institute
• Voluntary school-uniform program starting in September

Programs and Partnerships:
• Albany Housing Authority

• Catholic Charities

• Charles L. Touhey Foundation

• First Albany school banking

• Grow Girls

• Math Club

• National Coalition Building Institute

• School plays

• Seal-A-Smile

• Skidmore College

• Student newspaper – Eagle Eye

• The College of Saint Rose

• University at Albany

• Verizon

• Whitney M. Young Jr. Health Center

• YMCA

What makes our school special?

Arbor Hill Elementary School is an ATLAS community
school – Authentic Teaching and Learning for All Stu-
dents. ATLAS is a comprehensive school-reform design
dedicated to improving student learning. Students, teach-
ers, administrators and families work together to graduate
students who exhibit a deep understanding of their world
and the habit of living by and with that understanding.
The school also is surrounded by beautiful grounds that
give students a natural classroom where they can cele-
brate and study the environment.

Did you know?
The Arbor Hill Elementary motto is, “Dream it, believe
it, do it!”

www.albanyschools.org

Voices Q: Who is your hero, and why?From the superintendent
Reflections on a year
of progress, potential

At a Glance: Arbor Hill Elementary School
Built in 1973, Arbor Hill Elementary School is located on Arbor Drive across from Whitney M. Young Jr. Health
Center. The building has undergone a two-year renovation project that will finish in time for the start of the 2010-11
school year.

When students return in September they will learn in a modernized facility with new computers in every classroom,
walls and doors for every classroom – in contrast to the school’s previous school-without-walls configuration – new
computer and science labs, an indoor atrium and a new heating and cooling system. Students also will be able to walk
to school across a new pedestrian bridge that will span Manning Boulevard and link the school to Skyline Apartments
and Lark Street.
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My hero is Barack Obama because he
is a pioneer in so many ways. He is
America’s first black president for one,
and has taken firm stances on many is-
sues that have not been seriously acted
on before, such as his effort toward uni-
versal health care. Although I don’t want

to go into politics as a career, his example as a pioneer is one that
I would like to emulate.

–Robert Cosgrove, junior
Albany High School

My hero is my coach. He encourages
me to push myself to the limit. He shares
more than just sports drills. He shares ad-
vice and people skills, and has a dedica-
tion that spreads to the rest of us. He also
is very caring and responsible. He checks
up on my grades all the time. The biggest

thing he has done is boost my confidence and make me a better
person.

–Donald Gekonge, sixth grade
William S. Hackett Middle School

When you hear the word “hero,” you
think about superheroes in comics. To me,
a hero is someone that is with you through
good times and bad. My parents, Vincent
and Yolanda DiSanto, are my
heroes. Their patience, kindness and re-
spect for others are all qualities that they

instilled in me. Thanks to their examples I can continue to “plant
the seeds,” building confidence for a successful future in the
young lives of my students.

– Emilia Giorgio, prekindergarten teacher
Giffen Memorial Elementary School

My mom is my hero. She is retiring
this year after working as a physical edu-
cation teacher for the past 41 years. Her
dedication to her students, colleagues and
community is exceptional. She teaches
with enthusiasm and sees the potential in
every child. My mom has taught me the

importance of education and inspires me to make a positive im-
pact in the lives of all my students.

–Constance Hogan, speech language pathologist
Sheridan Preparatory Academy

George Washington is a hero of mine.
He’s a great role model, plus he fought in
the American Revolution and won free-
dom from the British. He also made mis-
takes, which he changed. He had slaves
but freed them because he thought that if
the U.S. takes away other people’s free-

doms because of color and nationality, then why do they deserve
to get freedom from the British? Bottom line: treat other people the
way you want to be treated.

–Rosemarie Lizardo, fifth grade
New Scotland Elementary School

My hero would have to be my older
cousin. He doesn’t even know that I look
up to him, but I’m glad he’s a positive
role model of mine. He has already
made great accomplishments in his life
and influences me to live up to my
dreams. He just inspires me to never give

up no matter what the circumstances may be. I hope to do as well
in the future as my cousin did.

–Kaidy Mendez, sophomore
Albany High School

My mother is one of the most hard-
working and selfless persons I have ever
met. She inspires me through the actions
and decisions she makes. For example,
even though she was taking care of five
kids, she still chose to go to school and
get her bachelor of science. I love my

mom because she always tries to help others when they need her
and tries to work out problems between people. She never gives
up.

– Ronaldo Pintado, sixth grade
Pine Hills Elementary School

I am lucky enough to have two heroes
in my life, my mother and my grand-
mother. They help me achieve my goals
and find my way to a brighter future.
They teach me right from wrong and al-
ways help me with my school work.
Without my grandma and mommy, I

wouldn’t be me. I am proud to have them as my heroes.

–Anisa Wise, seventh grade
Stephen and Harriet Myers Middle School




