
While the recent designa-
tion of Albany High School as
a “persistently lowest-achiev-
ing school” is sobering news,
we have known for several
years that the high school had
to undergo important changes.
That is why its future was
among the most important el-
ements in our strategic plan,
“A Vision for Tomorrow,”
which the Board of Education
adopted in November 2008.

Forty years ago when the district built Albany High it
made sense to have one comprehensive public high
school. Today, we believe smaller learning communities
will best serve Albany High students. Community feed-
back from a December survey that drew more than 800
responses supports this notion.

How we will structure these communities is the focus
of a district-wide committee of administrators, staff and
parents that has met every week since November. The
committee will present a basic structure of a retooled high
school during a series of March forums to be held
throughout the city (see related story on page 1).

The forums will give students, families and commu-
nity members an opportunity for input on the plan that
will transform the school to meet the needs of all students.

Should Albany High be one building divided into sev-
eral small schools? Should the learning communities be
located throughout the city? Should each one have a spe-
cial focus? We will raise these and other questions at the
forums, and we look to you for advice and direction as
we move forward.

In addition to smaller learning environments, restruc-
turing Albany High also could mean changing how we
evaluate teachers and how we connect students to the
services they need in and outside school doors.

The latter subject is the focus of the Alternative Educa-
tion Think Tank (see related story on page 6), another
component of our strategic plan. The think tank began its
work in November and anticipates its first report this
spring.

You can visit www.albanyschools.org to find out
more about the work of both committees. Should you
wish to become involved with the think tank or the high-
school restructuring committee, please contact my office
at 475-6010.

There is no more “business as usual” at Albany High.
By June you will see higher pass rates on Regents exams
and lower failure rates in the classroom. By September
you will see fundamental changes in the way the school
and its programs are structured. I urge you to be an active
part of decisions about these changes.

Together we can and will help Albany High meet its
vast potential, and we look forward to working with you
on this exciting and important endeavor.

Raymond Colucciello, Ed.D.
Superintendent

WINTER 2009-10

Students: 479 | Teachers: 40 | Total employees: 80

Points of distinction:
Giffen is an integral part of the community and fortunate
to have partnerships with numerous organizations and
agencies.

Programs and Partnerships:

What makes our school special?

Giffen is truly a melting pot, with students that represent

more than 12 countries and speak 13 different languages.

Consequently, Giffen students learn to respect and em-

brace cultural differences. We welcome our English-lan-

guage learners and provide them with resources to

assimilate. Giffen also is an exciting learning place where

young people develop their natural gifts and abilities as

they gain self-confidence. Students grow to become well-

adjusted independent thinkers as they explore their intel-

ligences. They are empowered to become strong,

responsible citizens through the dedicated efforts of all

members within the learning community.

Did you know?

The school is named after Rev. John Giffen, M.D., a

turn-of-the-century minister and physician who served

Albany’s South End families for more than 30 years until

his death in 1925.

www.albanyschools.org

Voices Q: Who is your favorite U.S. president, and why?From the superintendent
A good school
that will get better

At a Glance:
Giffen Memorial Elementary School
Originally opened in 1960, Rev. John Giffen, M.D., Memorial Elementary School serves students from prekinder-
garten through grade 6. Giffen underwent significant improvements that were finished in summer 2009, including a
renovated computer lab, new phone connections, new air conditioning and new lighting in the gym, cafeteria and au-
ditorium. Giffen is the 11th school to be completed as part of the district’s sweeping plan to rebuild or renovate every
elementary and middle school by September 2010.
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• 15 Love Literacy Program

• Albany County Depart-
ment of Mental Health

• Albany Housing Authority

• Albany Housing Choir

• Annual science fair and
spelling bee

• Band, chorus, orchestra

• Before- and after-school
programs

• Columbia Writing Project

• Family Resource and
Support Center

• Full-day prekindergarten
and kindergarten

• Homework Club

• National Urban Alliance
for Effective Education

• NYS Department of
Motor Vehicles Reading
Buddies

• Reigning Life Church

• Ronald McDonald House

• St. Peter’s Hospital

• Two Together Literacy
Project

• Whitney M. Young Jr.
Health Services

• YMCA

Capital Education is published by the
City School District of Albany.

Please direct comments about the newsletter,
story ideas and questions to

Ron Lesko at (518) 475-6065
or rlesko@albany.k12.ny.us, or

Lisa Angerame at (518) 475-6066
or langerame@albany.k12.ny.us.
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As an American one of my rights is
to vote at age 18. Election Day 1992 was
one I will never forget. I was finally able
to pull the lever in the polling booth for
a presidential election! On that day I
voted for my favorite president, William
Jefferson Clinton.

– Kandi Antonetti, sixth-grade social-studies
teacher, Stephen and Harriet Myers Middle School

My favorite president is Barack
Obama because he is the first black pres-
ident and he wants to treat everyone the
same. I saw a sign that said, “I have a
dream…” by Martin Luther King Jr., and
Obama says, “I AM the dream!” And he
is right!

– Azsjenny Brown, sixth grade,
William S. Hackett Middle School

My favorite president of the United
States of America would have to be our
current president, Barack Obama. He is
my favorite because he is the first African-
American president, and because he
stayed strong through adversity and tough
times in his own life. He gives people
hope that they can also make it through

adversity, stay strong and become somebody. I feel that Barack
Obama has a lot to offer this country and I believe he will be a
very successful president.

– Corey Buckner, senior,
Albany High School

My favorite president is George Wash-
ington because he was a great leader and
a great general. He was a great general be-
cause of his actions in the Battle of Tren-
ton. He cared about his troops and did not
leave them in battle. In the end he won,
and I believe they persevered because of
his brilliant tactics. He was a great leader

because in the winter at Valley Forge his troops did not give up
even though they were barefoot, close to death and starving. He
lived with them and worked alongside them. He is my favorite
president because he was a great American hero.

– Keishla Hernandez, fifth grade,
Thomas O’Brien Academy

of Science and Technology (TOAST)

My favorite president is Thomas Jeffer-
son. I picked Thomas Jefferson because he
is a wonderful person who wrote the Dec-
laration of Independence. The Declaration
of Independence is important to us today
because it is the basis and foundation for
everything in America. Also, if there was
no Declaration of Independence we would

not have a Constitution or Bill of Rights.
–Kayla Hemingway, fifth grade,

Giffen Memorial Elementary School

Abraham Lincoln is a magnificent
person who led our country through one
of the greatest internal crises. His mission
was to preserve the union and abolish
slavery. As an immigrant, it means so
much to me that Lincoln was successful
in both. Without Lincoln can you picture
our country? We probably would not have

the rights we have now. Instead, our country would be divided in
two. We should never take this amazing country for granted.
“America will never be destroyed from outside. If we falter and
lose our freedoms, it will be because we destroyed ourselves.” –
Abraham Lincoln.

– Thanh Nguyen, eighth grade,
North Albany Academy

My favorite president is Thomas Jef-
ferson. Having participated in Colonial
Williamsburg’s Teacher Institute and
being submerged in the 18th century I
found Jefferson to be intriguing. Besides
the writing of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, I’m fascinated with his polit-
ical, leadership and governing ideas, his

many inventions and his travel to and quote about Lake George,
“The most beautiful water I ever saw.”

– Lynn Willigan, fifth-grade teacher,
Eagle Point Elementary School

My favorite president is Barack
Obama. He might not have done much
yet, but it is going to take time. I love the
speeches he gives, and how he and his
wife are actually trying to change our
country. And he’s black!.

– K-Von Williams, freshman,
Harriet Gibbons High School




